
Minutes from ERCOM meeting in Zürich, March 27-28 2015 at 

Forschungsinstitut für Mathematik (FIM) 

Time schedule and agenda 

Friday, March 27 

12:00-13:30 Buffet lunch 

13:30-15:00 Session I 

Item 1: Adoption of Agenda 

Item 2: Adoption of Minutes of the ERCOM Meeting in Rome 2014 

Item 3: Report on the Actions planned at Institut Mittag-Leffler 

Item 4: News from the ERCOM institutes 

Coffee/tea break 

15:30-17:00 Session II 

Item 5: Report on EPDI (Emmanuel Ullmo) 

Item 6: Report on EMS Business (Pavel Exner) 

Item 7: Cooperation between ERCOM centers. What can we do together? 

17:30-18:30 Mathematical Talk: Camillo De Lellis 

17:30-18:30 Administrators meeting: Chair Annika Augustsson 

19:00 Dinner 

Saturday, March 28 

09:00-10:45 Session III 

Item 8: Presentation of EU-MATHS-IN and its current projects (Maria Esteban) 

Item 9: ICMAT presentation (Manuel de Leon) 

Item 10: BCAM presentation (Luis Vega) 

Coffee/tea break 

11:15-12:00 Session IV 

Item 11: New ERCOM membership applications 

Item 12: Adoption of Resolutions and Actions 

Item 13: Time and Venue of next ERCOM meetings 

Item 14: Any Other Business 

12:00 End of the ERCOM meeting 



Participants 
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Director: Fernando Rodriguez Villegas 
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Director: Patrick Foulon, International Officer: Céline Montibeller 

Centre de Recerca Matemàtica (CRM, Barcelona) 
Director: Joaquim Bruna 

Centro di Ricerca Matematica Ennio De Giorgi (Pisa) 
Administrator: Caterina D'Elia  

Centrum Wiskunde & Informatica (CWI, Amsterdam) 
Dick Broekhuis 

Ceremade, EU-MATHS-IN 
Maria Esteban 

Emmy Noether Research Institute for Mathematics (Ramat Gan) 
Director: Mina Teicher 

EMS 
President: Pavel Exner 

Erwin Schrödinger International Institute for Mathematical Physics (ESI, Wien) 
Director: Joachim Schwermer 

Euler International Mathematical Institute (EIMI, St. Petersburg) 
Vladimir Kapustin 

Forschungsinstitut für Mathematik (FIM, Zürich) 
Director: Tristan Rivière, Administrators: Maria Mathis, Marion St. Maarten 

Institut des Hautes Études Scientifiques (IHÉS, Bures-sur-Yvette) 
Director: Emmanuel Ullmo, Administrator: Elisabeth Jasserand 

Institut Mittag-Leffler (Djursholm) 
Director: Ari Laptev, Economist/Administrative Coordinator: Annika Augustsson, 
Administrator: Maria Weiss 

Institute of Mathematics ASCR (Praha) 
Project Manager: Beata Kubis 

Instituto de Ciencias Matemáticas (ICMAT, Madrid) 
Director: Manuel de Leon 

International Centre for Mathematical Sciences (ICMS, Edinburgh) 
Scientific Director: David Abrahams, Centre Manager: Jane Walker 

Isaac Newton Institute for Mathematical Sciences (INI, Cambridge) 
Director: John Toland 



Istituto Nazionale di Alta Matematica “Francesco Severi” (INdAM, Roma) 
Administrative Director: Custode Lofiego, Professor: Elisabetta Strickland 

Mathematisches Forschungsinstitut Oberwolfach (MFO, Oberwolfach) 
Director: Gerhard Huisken, Scientific Administrator: Stephan Klaus 

Max-Planck-Institut für Mathematik (MPI-M, Bonn) 
Scientific Coordinator: Pieter Moree, Administrator: Talip Toksöz 

Max-Planck-Institut für Mathematik in den Naturwissenschaften (MPI-MIS, Leipzig) 
Scientific Coordinator: Joerg Lehnert, Administrator: Heike Rackwitz 

Stefan Banach International Mathematical Center (Banach Center, Warszawa) 
Chairman: Stanisław Janeczko 

Weierstrass Institute for Applied Analysis and Stochastics (WIAS, Berlin) 
Deputy Director: Wolfgang Koenig, Administrator: Torsten Koehler 

Centers not represented: 

Centre Interfacultaire Bernoulli (CIB, Lausanne) 

Institute Henri Poincaré (IHP, Paris) 

Centro Internacional de Matemática (CIM, Coimbra) 

Johann Radon Institute for Computational and Applied Mathematics (RICAM, Linz) 

European Institute for Statistics, Probability, Stochastic Operations Research and 

their Applications (Eurandom, Eindhoven) 

Fraunhofer-Institute für Techno-unt Wirtschaftsmatik (ITWM, Kaiserslautern) 



Welcome 

New Chairman Ari Laptev welcomes the participants and thanks for being elected Chair 
and Patrick Foulon as Vice Chair. 

Item 1: Adoption of Agenda 

The agenda was adopted without change. 

Item 2: Adoption of Minutes of the ERCOM Meeting in Rome 2014 

The minutes were adopted. 

Item 3: Report on the Actions planned at Institut Mittag-Leffler 

(report: Director Ari Laptev) 

Administration of the ERCOM webpage is moved to the EMS office in Helsinki. IML will be 
in contact with them continuously regarding the future development of the page. 

The ERCOM Committee will apply for co-funding with European money for EPDI 
scholarships.  

In the future, collaboration with centres from other parts of the world (such as North 
America and China) would be useful. Banff has already expressed an interest in 
collaboration with ERCOM centres.  

Information exchange of streamed/recorded lectures within ERCOM should be discussed. 

There are plans to build a new Nobel Center in Stockholm. It would be good to involve 
mathematicians in it via Institut Mittag-Leffler. 

Item 4: News from the ERCOM institutes 

Ari Laptev presents IML, the oldest mathematical institute in the world, describing its 
history, library, journals, staff, research activities, organization and funding/budget.   

During the last years, the institute’s facilities have been renovated with support from the 
Wallenberg Foundation. From Jan 1 2017, the journals Acta Mathematica and Arkiv för 
matematik will be free online. Next year IML celebrates its 100th Anniversary and hosts 
the 27th Nordic Congress of Mathematicians on March 16-20. All ERCOM Directors are 
welcome to a dinner at IML on March 15 2016. 

FIM Director Tristan Rivière reports. FIM is independent from ETH but with 
mathematical activities and workshops close to the needs of the department. FIM has 300 
visitors/year and no permanent positions besides director and staff. This year, FIM 
celebrates its 50th Anniversary, as it was founded in 1965 by Beno Eckmann. 

Rényi Institute Director Péter Pálfy reports that the institute has joined EPDI since last 
meeting and already some fellowship applicants has chosen to come to them. The 
institute has also received their 6th ERC grant. Therefore, since last meeting, the institute 
has more money, more students, more positions and more facilities.  



IHÈS Director Emmanuel Ullmo reports that in January 2015, IHÈS together with CNRS 
inaugurated the "Alexander Grothendieck laboratory", a certified research team in 
mathematics and theoretical physics. 

CRM Director Joaquim Bruna reports that CRM is since last year one of the promoting 
institutions of the Barcelona Graduate School of Mathematics with training at master and 
doctor level. 

INI Director John Toland reports that the institute continues as it has for the last 20 years. 
The demand for the programs and services at the institute are larger than ever before, 
with an average of 1700 visitors/year. In 2015 the institute received a grant from the 
Simons Foundation to fund around 30 science fellows. There is now an open position for 
an institute administrator, since Christine West has left the administration. Also, this is J. 
Tolands last year as Director, and the position as his successor will be announced in a few 
weeks. 

CIRM Director Patrick Foulon reports that the institute continues its activity of 50 weeks 
with nearly 3500 visitors /year. There is more scientific pressure and besides workshops 
(scheduled until 2016) they now have two semester professorships. As first centre in 
France they last week organized the exhibition “Imaginary” to be more active on the 
media side. CIRM now has a video centre in charge of preparing films and scientific 
documents to be found on their website, and are happy to share this experience with 
other institutes. 

ICMS Centre Manager Jane Walker reports that the institute is now sharing space with 
PhD students from the Maxwell Institute for Mathematical Sciences. The new scientific 
director David Abrahams reports that the institutes activities are complementary to those 
of the Isaac Newton Institute with much shorter, typically week long workshops. In the 
future ICMS will be chasing the academic need by being flexible in putting on workshops 
with short notice. As an applied mathematician, one of the Directors tasks will be to bring 
in money from other than government sources and diversify the institute activities. 
Future threats may come from an infrastructure overview in the EPS with possible cuts in 
funding as an effect. Possibilities may come from initiatives such as the Alan Turing 
Institute. 

ICTP New Head of Mathematics section Fernando Rodriguez Villegas reports that 85 % of 
its funding comes from the Italian government via UNESCO as a listed Scientific Category 
1 institute with a unique dual mission to help science in the developing world and at the 
same time do high level science in-house; somewhat contradictory goals that take a huge 
juggling act to keep going. The math section is small (soon 5 permanent staff) with 5-10 2-
week long activities/year at ICTP or more increasingly in developing countries. ICTP has 
cooperation with for instance INdAM and are looking forward to more matchmaking 
opportunities with other institutes in ERCOM. 

Centro di Ricerca Matematica Ennio De Giorgi Administrator Caterina D'Elia reports 
from the supposedly youngest center (established in 2001). Their founding agreement 
has been renewed twice ending this year. They hope it will be renewed for the next 4-5 
years starting from 2016. They now have 2 staff. This year they have had around 20 
scientific initiatives including workshops, schools and postdoc positions. Among them 



was one EMS summer school. From December 2014 - February 2015 they had an 
intensive 3 month school co-funded by INdAM, one of their cooperating institutes. The 
institute also has ERC funded activities. This year the institute has established a 
cooperation with UniCredit Bank, which will fund 1 postdoc position/year. A new 
laboratory has been established in the centre in collaboration with the French CNRS and 
the Scuola Normale Superiore. The “Georgi prize” was awarded initiated for the second 
time.  

ESI Director Joachim Schwermer reports that the institute’s money is channelled through 
the University of Vienna but coming from the Austrian government. They are still running 
5 mathematical programs/year of 2-3 months length. In addition to this they have 

workshops and senior research lectures, part of the curriculum of Physics/Mathematics 
of the University of Vienna. These are well attended by graduate students and postdocs. 
ESI still does not have a budget for the next three years (no Austrian universities do) but 
they are optimistic and have fixed their 5 mathematical programs for 2016. They have 
succeeded in receiving a substantial support from the Simons Foundation, sponsoring a 5-
year junior professorship. 

Oberwolfach Director Gerhard Huisken reports that MFO activities continue to run 
smoothly, welcoming around 3000 visitors/year. An adjustment has been made allowing 
visitors to combine a workshop stay with a one week research in pairs to save time and 
travel expenses for overseas visitors. The Leibniz fellow program is a bit more 

concentrated and allows researchers to invite collaborators. Last year the institute 
received funding from the Simons Foundation for a new program called Simons Visiting 
Professors which supports 40 researchers from outside Europe, who wish to combine a 
stay at MFO with a research visit to a European university of up to two weeks. Another 
novelty the institute has received funding for from the Klaus Tschira Foundation is 
something called “Snapshots of Modern Mathematics from Oberwolfach” within the 
IMAGINARY project. After finishing renovations in their guest houses and lecture building, 
they are now working on a slight reorientation of the library. 

Emmy Noether Research Institute for Mathematics Director Mina Teicher presents the 

institute and reports that they also have outreach programs. Among other things, they 
will be hosting the Imaginary exhibition next year, and attracting young, talented high 
school students to come and take a degree in mathematics at age 12-13. 

Banach Center Chairman Stanisław Janeczko reports that the institute recently won a 5 
year grant from the Simons Foundation for the program Simons Semesters in Banach 
Center, permitting a 4 month long period of concentrated scientific activity focusing on 
one field of modern mathematics. The first two semesters are already scheduled but calls 
are still open for the semester 2016. The Banach centre was founded in 1972 and built as 
a bridge between mathematics in the East and the West. Nowadays the Institute would 
also like to be a bridge between Theoretical Sciences. New Chairman of the Banach Center 
Council is Professor Pavel Exner. 

Weierstrass Institute Deputy Director Wolfgang Koenig reports that they have a stable 
budget over the last few years with around 10 million EUR flowing through the 
institute/year, of which 3 are from 3rd party money. The biggest challenge in the future is 
finding a new Director. The period ends next week for the present acting Director, who 



has already done one extra year. On 31st October this year the institute celebrates the 
200th birthday of Weierstrass. 

MPI-M, Bonn Scientific Coordinator Pieter Moree reports that Professor Ballmann will 
take over the role of Acting Director in November. The institute has around 400 
visitors/year staying for at least one month. They also hold shorter activities. Last year 
they hosted a three month long activity in Dynamical Systems and Number Theory. 
Currently, the institute holds 4-5 year-long advanced research positions. Some of such 
appointments become permanent (e.g. Thomas Vogel from University of Munich). The 
institute will be hosting the Mathematische Arbeitstagung 2015 - novelties in 
mathematics - between June 26 and July 3. 

EIMI Vladimir Kapustin reports that the institute every year holds around 15 
mathematical conferences. They hope to receive a new building for guests and a 
conference room. They have received all necessary permissions but the constructions 
have not yet started. Hopefully, they will be able to show this next year at the ERCOM 
meeting in St Petersburg. As mentioned last year, the Russian Academy has lost its 
independency to the Federal Agency of Scientific Organization. The good news is that 
since then there are no more bad news:-). 

INdAM Elisabetta Strickland reports that the institute is in a good condition since it was 
ranked No 1 according to the Ministry of Education and Research, leading to no cuttings of 

their funding. They can thus organize their usual meetings, conferences and workshops. 
Last ERCOM meeting INdAM has mentioned an idea to launch agreements with other 
ERCOM institutes for joint activities and finance them with 30,000 Euros. They have since 
then signed an agreement with ICTP which hopefully means they would be able to 
develop future agreements with other institutes. One original initiative INdAM is proud of 
is the “INdAM days”, meaning every year INdAM goes to a different math department in 
Italy and invites 4 internationally renowned speakers which then are paid for giving talks 
and hosted by INdAM. INdAM has received their second European Community postdoc 
funding and despite the hard times in Italy, INdAM is optimistic towards the future. 

INdAM Managing Director Custode Lofiego reports on the institutes four current national 
research groups. 

CWI Dick Broekhuis reports that CWI had a budget of 11 million Euros in 2009 which will 
be reduced to 10 million in 2017, marking a big decline for the research institute due to 
budget cuts in the Netherlands. CWI is looking to refresh their staff (currently 55 
employees) as many are approaching retirement. In the future they would like to focus on 
strategic work and large scale networks. Last year CWI was quite successful with project 
funding, including prestigious innovations projects for young people. Almost all their 
research staff has a part time professorship at universities. Mathematics in the 
Netherlands is going uphill in the future and there is extra money expected from the 
government.  

MPI-MIS, Leipzig Scientific Coordinator Joerg Lehnert reports that last year one of the 
four Directors of the institute retired and they are searching for a successor. They have 
some new junior research groups starting soon, after ongoing negotiations.  



Institute of Mathematics ASCR Project Manager Beata Kubis reports on behalf of the 
new Director Jiří Rákosník that the biggest challenge lately for the institute has been 
filling the generation gap in the group of employed researchers. In 2013 the Academy of 
Sciences launched a postdoctoral program supporting one new postdoctoral position with 
around 20,000 Euros/year, open to all fields of science. The institute was quite successful 
in this competition as they have been awarded 4 out of 19 positions over the last few 
years in the area of math, physics and computer science. They have 2 of 4 employed 
postdocs from abroad. The institute has also recently received two ERC advanced grants 
that allowed them to open two postdoctoral positions; one in Logic and Computational 
Complexity, the other requiring expertise in Numerical Solution of Partial Differential 

Equations. The institute also is a partner in the network of institutions that developed the 
European Digital Mathematics Library. 

Item 5: Report on EPDI (Emmanuel Ullmo) 

Emmanuel Ullmo reports on the history of the EPDI programme, the structure of its 
funding and on the results of the latest EPDI committee meeting. He also reports on plans 
of applying for additional funding CO-FUND from the European Community. 

Item 6: Report on EMS Business (Pavel Exner) 

Pavel Exner reports that EMS appreciates the efforts of their biggest committee ERCOM 
which functions very well, being unique in terms of sophisticated structure of institutes. 
He also mentions the success of European Digital Mathematics Library. The EMS 
Executive Committee has appointed Patrick Foulon Vice Chair of ERCOM without 
reservation and wishes him success in this role. EMS has been contacted by the Banff 
Centre discussing closer collaboration with European Centres. EMS wants to appoint one 
responsible person in each committee in charge of their respective webpage. 

Next EMS Congress will be in Berlin in July 2016 with ongoing preparations and presently 
there is a full list of speakers. Calls for prizes are now open and EMS encourages 
nominations, as the prizes are of big importance to the public image of the Society. The 
deadline for the next congress in 2020 has just passed. There are two applications: one 
from the University of Sevilla and another from the University of Primorska, Slovenia. In 
October, EMS is celebrating its 25th Anniversary with a 1-day meeting at Institut 
Pointcaré, Paris. The meeting will be future orientated consisting of mathematical 
lectures and panel discussions of future challenges. Due to limited space it is 
unfortunately not possible to invite all ERCOM representatives. In 2015 a big conference 
will be organized in collaboration with the AMS in June in Porto with Sylvia Serfaty as 
EMS distinguished speaker. 

Along the lines of the 4-year agreement between EMS and the Bernoulli Society, this year 
Gunnar Karlsson will be a speaker at a Statistics conference in Amsterdam. EMS supports 
2 summer schools this year with a change of deadline for applications at the end of 
September. 

EMS is asked to nominate people to various mathematical bodies for the Abel Committee, 
the Program Committee for the ICM and the ICAM Board, where Maria Esteban will be the 
next President. Euroscience is an organization with the main aim of organizing ESOF 

http://www.math.cas.cz/annuaire/membres_perman.php?membre=perm&id=1#1


(European Science Open Forum) biannually where P. Exner now is on the Program 
Committee and invites good ideas for the open sessions of the next forum.  

Pavel Exner informed the committee about a possible cutting of the ERC budget. He 
pointed out the role of ISE in creation of the ERC and expressed a hope that this 
organization may play a role even in future. 

Item 7: Cooperation between ERCOM centres. What can we do together? 

Ari Laptev invites a collaboration within ERCOM regarding streamed and recorded 
activities for more visibility. This can be done by finding a smart way to collect and 
post/distribute future interesting streamed/recorded activities in ERCOM. (Maria 
Esteban shows an example of how this can be done). A discussion follows regarding 
possibilities for this. 

Pavel Exner also launches the idea of ERCOM being on Twitter. 

Item 8: Presentation of EU-MATHS-IN and its current projects (Maria Esteban) 

Maria Esteban presents the EU-MATHS-IN (EUROPEAN SERVICE NETWORK OF 
MATHEMATICS FOR INDUSTRY AND INNOVATION) and its infrastructure/13 member 
countries. The network is an initiative to boost mathematics for industry in Europe, with 
ECMI and EMS as promoting organizations. 2 new countries, Finland and Portugal, are 
soon getting ready to adhere, and Bulgaria is working on it. The mission of EU-MATHS-IN 
is to leverage the impact of mathematics on innovations in key technologies by enhanced 
communication and information exchange between and among the involved stakeholders 
on a European level. EU-MATHS-IN is campaigning to establish MSO (Modelling, 
Simulation, Optimization) as a KET (Key Enabling Technology) and as a FET (Future and 
Emerging Technologies). 

Item 9: ICMAT presentation (Manuel de Leon) 

Director Manuel de Leon presents ICMAT’s organization, activities, newly inaugurated 
facilities and objective to become a leading international research centre of excellence. 
The presentation is followed by questions from the present ERCOM members regarding 
the centre’s internal structure, budget, admission process, among others. 

Item 10: BCAM presentation (Luis Vega) 

Scientific Director Luis Vega presents BCAM’s organization and activities. The institute’s 
motto is “Mathematics in the service of society” and has strong interactions with industry. 
Its goal is to perform research in the frontiers of mathematics and train/attract talented 
scientists. It is granted as a Severo Ochoa Centre of Excellence. The presentation is 
followed by questions from the present ERCOM members regarding the centre’s activities, 
facilities and funding, among others. 

Item 11: New ERCOM membership applications 

The ERCOM members discussed the reasons for and against recommending acceptance of 
ICMAT and BCAM to ERCOM, in view of the requirements for ERCOM membership. It was 
agreed to recommend the EMS Executive Committee to accept both centres. However, at 
the next ERCOM meeting ICMAT  should report on creation of International advisory 
board at the Institute and BCAM should report on its visiting programme. 



Item 12: Adoption of Resolutions and Actions 

The following major action was adopted: 

1. To recommend the EMS Executive Committee to accept ICMAT and BCAM
new ERCOM members 2015.

2. No further resolutions or actions were adopted.

Item 13: Time and Venue of next ERCOM meetings 

The next ERCOM meeting will take place at the Euler International Mathematical Institute 
(EIMI) in St. Petersburg. Decided dates are April 15-16, 2016. As many participants will 
need visa to enter Russia, please make sure to make travel plans in good time.

In 2017 the ERCOM meeting will be held in Linz, Austria. Dates will be decided at the next 
meeting. 

In addition, it was also suggested to plan the venue of the ERCOM meeting 2018. The 
Emmy Noether Research Institute for Mathematics, represented by Director Mina Teicher, 
has accepted to host it, and the ERCOM members agreed upon it. 

Item 14: Any Other Business 

Annika Augustsson reports of the Administrators meeting. Discussed topics were 
administration of ERC and other projects, visitor taxation problems, streaming/recording 
and visiting family issues. Joaquim Bruna launched an idea of creating a mobility program 
for administrators within ERCOM for fruitful exchange. 

Ari Laptev concludes with thanking all participants for fruitful discussions, both formal 
and informal, and for recommending admittance of two important new centres to ERCOM. 

On behalf of the ERCOM members Ari Laptev expressed his gratitude to the director of 
FIM Professor Tristan Rivière and administrators Maria Mathis and Marion St. Maarten 
for the excellent organization of the meeting. 

12:00 End of the ERCOM meeting 

Minutes: 

Annika Augustsson (ERCOM scientific secretary) and Maria Weiss, Institut Mittag-Leffler 

March 2015 




